[Jan't, ARTICLE When the membranes existing upon the fangs of the teeth, and those covering the walls of the alveoli, become affected by the pressure of the decayed tooth, it generally develops an abscess. The pus -which it originates endeavors to escape, so as to pass out of the system; this it does sometimes through the pulp cavity of the tooth, sometimes between the tooth and the walls of the alveolus; sometimes it works its way out through the external alveolar wall, developing a small abscess or boil upon the surface of the gum. But, should it do neither of these, as may result, particularly if the palatal fang of the upper molars, which sometimes spread out at a large angle with the others, the disease becomes so deep-seated that it is not able to find its way out, and therefore eats through the internal wall of the alveolus, and burrows beneath the palatal integuments, which, in order to fulfil the duties of the mouth, is more than usually tough, and therefore becomes a source of obstruction to the free exit of the pus. The result is that a tumor, increasing towards the base, is formed; it is generally painless, and, when opened, the bone beneath will almost invariably be found denuded of its periosteum.
Of course, in the treatment of such cases, the first and most important step will be, to She told me that she had been conscious of this swelling for about seven or eight years, dating it from a severe tooth-ache which she had in the right lateral incisor, and which had been broken in an attempt made to extract it by her own medical attendant.
The swelling had given her no cause for uneasiness, as it never pained. Occasionally, it increased in size, but always soon again decreased; and this circumstance she attributed to the pressure arising from artificial teeth she had been in the habit of wearing for some time, and which, she imformed me, were well adapted and otherwise comfortable.
Tearing that pressure, particularly of new work, might excite this tumor, I strongly pointed out the very great desirableness of having all the stumps removed, especially that to which she attributed the origin of the mischief, but without obtaining her consent; therefore the pieee was adjusted un-der existing circumstances, and which she wore for about four years without any injury tq the tumor; and it was 
